
Infant mortality
Infant mortality is the death of 
an infant or a newborn before 
his or her first birthday.  The 
infant mortality rate (i.e., IMR) 
is expressed as the total 
number of infant deaths for 
every 1,000 live births. The 
IMR not only provides 
important information about a 
mother and an infant’s health, 
but also provides insight into 
the overall health of a society. 

Infant Mortality

How are we doing?
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There was approximately 34 
percent decline in IMR from a 
high of 9 per 1,000 live births 
in 2015 to 6.6 in 2018.
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5.9 The top five leading causes of infant mortality are: 1) birth 
defects; 2) preterm and low birth weight; 3) maternal 
pregnancy complications; 4) sudden infant death 
syndrome; and 5) injuries (i.e., suffocation)

Rate of Delaware Infant Mortality per 1,000 Births, by 
Race/Ethnicity
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National Survey of Children's Health (NSCH), Behavioral Risk Factor Survey (BRFS) and Pregnancy Risk Assessment Monitoring System (PRAMS)
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https://dethrives.com/title-v
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