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DELAWARE HEALTHY INFANT AND MOTHER CONSORTIUM (DHMIC)
MEETING MINUTES

Wednesday, May 24, 2023
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DPH SUPPORT STAFF PRESENT: JoEllen Kimmey, MA

	TOPIC
	FINDINGS, CONCLUSIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS
	ACTIONS & FOLLOW-UP
	PERSON RESPONSIBLE
	STATUS

	I. Call to Order
	The meeting was called to order by Dr. David Paul, Chair, at 10:32am.
	No further action required.
	Dr. David Paul, Chair
	Resolved

	II. Approval of the Minutes
	The Minutes of the 2/28/2023 DHMIC meeting minutes were approved with notation to correct the title of the minutes.  
	No further action required.
	Dr. David Paul, Chair
	Resolved

	III. Chair Update
	Today is Dr. Paul and Susan’s last day as Chair and Vice-Chair. Dr. Paul thanks everyone for the hard work over the years and congratulations to Lolita Lopez who is retiring July 1 and today is her last meeting.   
	On-going
	Dr. David Paul, Chair
	On-going

	IV.  Introduction of New Chair, Vice Chair and New Members
	Dr. Paul introduced the Governor’s choice for new Chair is Dr. Priscilla Mpasi, pediatrician at Christiana and Tiffany Chalk, present member, as Vice-Chair. 

New Members: Ray Fitzgerald, Executive Director of Wilmington Housing Authority; Alonna Berry, Governor’s Office and Director of Community and Family Services; Dr. Julius Mullen, Children and Family First, Chief Inclusion Officer and Laura Leos, Executive Director of La Central Delaware. There will be two additional vacancies on the Executive Community who will need Governor appointment.
Dr. Colmorgen made motion, which was seconded, to thank Dr. Paul and Susan for their service and hard work and to welcome Dr. Mpasi.
	On-going
	Dr. David Paul, Chair and Susan Noyes, Co-Chair
	On-going

	V. Data Review- Post Neonatal Mortality
	Infant mortality is the death in the first 365 days of life, neonatal mortality is in the first 28 days (2/3 of infant mortality cases) and pos-neonatal mortality occurs 29-365 days and is 1/3 of the cases. Delaware in comparison to national average is at 5.4%, about the same as national average, having closed the gap from 2010.  The Delaware 5-year infant mortality rate, neonatal mortality rate and post-neonatal mortality rates by White Non-Hispanic, Black Non-Hispanic and Hispanic were reviewed and disparity among races is shown in the statistics.  Babies born less than 1,500 grams died due to maternal health or prematurity and babies born above 1,500 grams tended to die to maternal care, newborn care or infant health. 2021 data from the MCDRC reflects that Delaware averages 12-14 unsafe sleep deaths a year and case reviews show that cause of death was baby not in a crib, bassinette, side sleeper or baby box; not sleeping on back; unsafe bedding or toys near infant; sleeping with other people; intrauterine drug exposure; tobacco use in mother and adult was alcohol or drug impaired.
A data brief on the Sudden Death in the Young Registry from 2017-2021, Delaware’s Black non-=Hispanic infant rate, less than one year, was about three times that of non-Hispanic White Infants and among Delaware infants, suffocation accounted for 63% of all explained infant deaths with Black infants being disproportionately represented.
Recommendations: Renew efforts on preventing unsafe sleep deaths; focus on highest risk populations: Black race and history of substance use including smoking and to partner with MCDRC.
	On-going
	Dr. David Paul, Chair
	On-going

	VI. Summit Review
	The 17th DHMIC Summit, Renew, Reconnect, Recharge, took place on April 18, 2023, at the Chase Riverfront. 

There were 365 registrants; 275 attendees; 3,613 social media impressions; 393 social engagements; 10.9% engagement rate on social media; 38 published posts/ Stories from DEThrives and 47 posts/ Stories from attendees. All presentations and event recap are available on DEThrives.com. The evaluations of the Summit were overwhelmingly positive.
	Resolved
	Susan Noyes
	Resolved

	VII. New Website
	The updated website, https://dethrives.com/, was reviewed.  There is also a new section on community engagement and community partners. The website will be in Spanish soon and materials are available for download.
	On-going
	AB&C
	On-going

	XIII. Committee and Workgroup Reports
	SDOH: The Committee met today, did not review policies, established goals for the upcoming year and reviewed data on the 40 women enrolled in the Guaranteed Basic Income Project. 
Doula:  HB80 is out of appropriation, doula’s will now be covered under Medicaid and next session will work on coverage for private insurance. 
Black Maternal Health/ Well Woman: Met today and reviewed policy and developed a one-year action plan. Working on education for hypertension, diabetes and chronic illness management, maternal health warning signs, cannabis, kicks count, unsafe sleep, life planning and IPV. Hope to have collaboration with SBHC’s and HWHB programs and healthy lifestyles, chronic disease, and prevention.  Transformational goals are for policy around mental health and obgyn provider recruitment and access, specifically in Sussex County. HWHB 3.0: behavioral health component; MCAP for moms www.mcapformoms.org/About/About.aspx; 4th trimester work with pediatric providers as well as obgyn; SBHS’s increase enrollment and awareness to access reproductive health services and CAN through pharmacies.
DMMA has added language in their contract that all Medicaid MC’s now have MCH designee charged wot work closely with key partners. Dr. Liz Brown, Chief Medical Officer for Medicaid and Interim DPH Director, shared that during pandemic all people on Medicaid remained eligible and received Medicaid. Now that pandemic has been lifted, Medicaid will resume determination on Medicaid eligibility. They will have people come in for re-determination in waves in the next year. 
Neonatal Morbidity and Mortality: Met last week, did not review policy, reviewed data from PRAMS, birth defects and FIMR data. This Committee will need a new chair as Dr. Paul is stepping down. 
	On-going
	Rep. Melissa Minor Brown
Rep. Melissa Minor Brown

Susan Noyes
Dr. David Paul
	On-going

	XI.   Adjourn-ment 
	Dr. Paul again thanked everyone for their work, and it has been his honor to work with every one of the DHMIC. There being no further business before the Committee, the chair adjourned the meeting at 11:57am.
	No further action required
	Dr. David Paul, Chair
	Resolved


   Minutes prepared by: JoEllen Kimmey
   Minutes reviewed by:  Mawuna Gardesey

   Minutes respectfully submitted by:  JoEllen Kimmey

   Minutes reviewed and approved by CHAIR:    Dr. Priscilla  Mpasi
Upcoming DHMIC Meetings: (LIVE, IN-PERSON)
September 12, 2023, 10:30am-12:00pm @ DTCC, DelOne Conference Room, Dover

November 30, 2023, 10:30am-12:00pm @ DTCC, DelOne Conference Room, Dover
	Jesse S. Cooper Building  (  Federal Street  (  Dover  (  Delaware 

Mailing address:  417 federal street  (  Dover  (  Delaware  (  19901
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