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DELAWARE HEALTHY INFANT AND MOTHER CONSORTIUM (DHMIC)
MEETING MINUTES 
TOWN HALL

Wednesday, January 24, 2024
Via Zoom 10:30am-12:00pm
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DPH SUPPORT STAFF PRESENT: Fern Holland, Office Manager 
	TOPIC
	FINDINGS, CONCLUSIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS
	ACTIONS & FOLLOW-UP
	PERSON RESPONSIBLE
	STATUS

	I. Call to Order
	The meeting was called to order by Dr. Priscilla Mpasi, Chair, at 10:40am.
	No further action required.
	Dr. Priscilla Mpasi, Chair
	Resolved

	II. Approval of Minutes
	The minutes of the November 30, 2023 meeting were approved as presented 
	No further action required.
	Dr. Priscilla Mpasi, Chair
	Resolved

	III. Chair Update
	Tiffany Chalk, Vice-Chair: The DHMIC is made up of 22 members jointly appointed by the Governor and the Legislature.  As a group they provide statewide leadership in maternal and child health.

Membership constitution:

4 Legislators – 2 representatives from each chamber. 

One Representative of the Governor’s Office
Cabinet Secretary for Health and Social Services or designee

Cabinet Secretary from the Kid Department of designee

A representative from the Division of Medicaid & Medical Assistance

14 people appointed by the Governor 
Committees and workgroups

Executive Committee

Well-woman/black maternal health

Social determinant of health committee

Maternal and infant morbidity/Mortality

Doula Ad HOC 

DHMIC Updates

Social determinants of Health Committee – Rep. Mimi Minor-Brown and Ray Fitzgerald are Co-chairs
· Address social need of pregnant women in DE with housing

· Advocate for scaling guaranteed basic

Major efforts or projects since 2022

· Conducted a feasibility study of housing pilot for pregnant unstably housed women

· Committee decided to conduct two small demonstration projects

· Continue to implement monitor evaluate demonstrate project and to identify barriers and possible solutions

· Assess the need and possible best practices to provide resources to women in their 3 and 4 trimesters.

· Identify long term housing solution 

· Homelessness has concrete negative impact on the health of pregnant people and their infants. 

· Form a possible housing work group

· Less likely to get prenatal care

· More likely to have complications

· 1 to 5 have a child with low birth weight

· Longer stays in the hospital

· More likely to be in ICU

· Infants likely to have more poor health conditions

· Discussion the role of DHMIC or what people expect to accomplish:

· What role do we want to play?

· Who should pay for housing?

· Are there long-term housing solutions specific to pregnant moms that committee should be considering?

WW/BMH Committee: Mona Hamlin and Tiffany Chalk are co-chairs
· Goal A: focus on reducing infant maternal mortality with people of color

· Goal C: Create and recommend policies to reduce

· Goal D: data driven resources 

· Implement comprehensive evidence-based approaches to reproductive and perinatal health

· Address the persistent maternal health disparities gap for black women grass roots organ organization 

· Address maternal mental and behavioral health needs

· Alignment with strategic plan

2023 identified 4th trimester priorities:

· Legal Aid Life skills training and life planning supports

· Maternal and infant health policy interventions

· Medicaid coverage for post-partum care

· Parental leave rights

· Awareness

· Patient-provider communications

· Pediatric supports

· Peer supports

· Post partum behavioral Health/ mental health substance use, and addiction supports

· Patient and Provider care continuity/non-emergency med trans support

· Post partum respite care

· Private insurance coverage for PP care

· Safe sleep training and supports

· Screening, diagnosis and treatment of acute and chronic health conditions 

· Covering Medicaid for the first 12 months

· Making sure policies are reflected in services they provide (federal support, paid family leave, who qualifies getting the message out)

· Continuation of pre-conception care and making sure the message gets out. 

· Discussion:

· What role do we want DHMIC to play?

· What are 4th trimester health and wellness priorities that can be addressed through community partnerships?

· What are potential policies that can reduce infant and maternal mortality?

Doula AD HOC Committee

Focus areas

· Community engagement and advocacy

· Education and standards of practice

· Policy and data

· Sustainability

Doula AD HOC 2023

· Convened stakeholders to share information
· Provided input into doula stakeholder

· Aim to ensure doulas are heard in payments

· Doula training, certification, infrastructure and opportunities

· Knowledge and attitudes of maternity care

2024 Implementations
· Doula support entity/service development
· Doula work force development
· certification
· Education and outreach

· Policy works to access

Discussion What role of DHMIC 

· What role does DHMIC want to play to educate health care providers, doulas and women?

· How do we increase awareness of benefits for doula care in maternity and infant health?

Maternal and Infant Morbidity and Mortality Committee

· Examine health statistics in DE women 14-44 years old- Data shows women in DE are not dying from obstetrical hemorrhages, but of overdose deaths and mental health. 

Key goals and Initiatives

· Develop standard clinical practice guide and standard of care to reduce obstetrical hemorrhage

Discussion:

· What role do we want DHMIC to play?

· What is concerning data that we need to address?

· Are there any new data metrics  that we need to collect and analyze to assess improvement in maternal and infant health?

· AIM bundles for care part HRSA part ACOG have been implemented by all hospitals. Obstetrical hemorrhage. Women of DE are not dying from obstetrical hemorrhage. Most women are dying from overdose deaths and mental health

· Is there data from the group that would help the outcome? 

· This is where everything starts. What are the most important problems? It should be the primary goal of this committee. 

· 
	No further action required
	Tiffany Chalk, Vice Chair

	Resolved

	IV.  Announcements
	· Resolution 79. Continuing the work of maternal health. Passed unanimously. Senate 15-6. A lot of senators did not vote because of the terminology of “birthing persons”. Important to speak in inclusive terminology.

· OBGYN meeting scheduled for Saturday for Bayhealth conference center. Topic of Discussion: Access to Care. 

· Infant formula distribution program Latest HWHB Years 1- 3 evaluation report posted here: https://dethrives.com/dhmic#resource-center this report includes information on  GBI

. 

· Registration for ACOG Maternal Health Awareness event: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/maternal-health-awareness-day-tickets-794794922007

	On-going
	Mona Hamlin, Co-Chair
Dr. Priscilla Mpasi, Chair


	On-going

	V. DHMIC Summit Planning Update
	The Annual DHMIC Summit is scheduled for April 17, 2024, from 8:30am-4:00pm at the Chase Center on the Riverfront in Wilmington.  The theme is Imagine, Impact and Innovate- Driving Equity in Infant Maternal Health and the keynote speaker will be Dr. Joia Crear-Perry. More details to follow in the new year. 
	No further action required
	Dr. Priscilla Mpasi
	Resolved

	VI.  Adjourn-ment 
	There being no further business before the Committee, the chair adjourned the meeting at 11:58am.
	No further action required
	Dr. Priscilla Mpasi, Chair
	Resolved


   Minutes prepared by: Fern Holland
   Minutes reviewed by:  

   Minutes respectfully submitted by:  

   Minutes reviewed and approved by CHAIR:    

Upcoming DHMIC Meetings: (LIVE, IN-PERSON)
May 14, 2024, 10:30am-12:00pm @ DTCC, DelOne Conference Room, Dover

September 10, 2024, 10:30am-12:00pm @ DTCC, DelOne Conference Room, Dover

November 6, 2024, 10:30am-12:00pm @ DTCC, DelOne Conference Room, Dover

The committees will meet at the above dates, in the DelOne Conference room from 9:00am-10:20am.

	W. North street  (  Dover  (  Delaware 
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